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 Discussion of Some Reasons Why
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(FWW, Orb Media) 
 Role of Education in the Process
 Q&A as Time Permits 
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Stats and 
Facts
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/pdfs/14_03_13_finalbottled.pdf


Why?



Bottled Water is #1!



Bottled Water is #1!

 In sports #1 teams are a constant 
target

 Want to dethrone, take shots at 
(e.g. the Patriots)

 Have you seen the SodaStream 
ads? (sales are down)

 But is that the only reason for the 
bad press?

http://fortune.com/2017/04/19/sodastream-ceo-hates-bottled-water/


Disconnected Misunderstanding
Headline: DON’T SEEM RIGHT

“It’s almost like a civics 
class for us Flint folks,” 

said Luster. “You shouldn’t 
be able to profit off of 

water – it’s free. It came 
out of the ground.”

“Free water is not 
uncommon. In the US, 
water has traditionally 

been free for companies 
and people to use – it’s the 
government infrastructure 

that cleans and delivers 
people safe water that 

costs money. The 
government infrastructure 

is what failed in Flint.”

“Still, in Michigan, what 
people have a problem with is 
a company bottling the state’s 

water and selling it back to 
people who, through no fault 
of their own, are completely 

dependent on it.”

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/sep/29/all

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/sep/29/all


Disconnected Misunderstanding
Unfounded Statements About Bottled Water:
 “….What we found was these had roughly an average 

TDS of 170 to 180,” he said.  TDS, or total dissolved 
solids are things you don’t want in your drinking 
water.  You can drink a ton of water that has a high 
TDS, and you’re still going to be thirsty. It doesn’t do 
anything good for your body” 

 “Too many total dissolved solids can actually make 
you sick, which is why the government regulates how 
much is allowed in tap water”.

 “We tried to find who regulates it on the federal 
level, and we couldn’t. “ (Food and Water Watch)

………or purposefully  Misleading?

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/02/06/tap-water-vs-bottled-water/

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/02/06/tap-water-vs-bottled-water/


Google:  “Bottled Water Regulations” & 
“TDS in Drinking Water”

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/02/06/tap-water-vs-bottled-water/
TDS Regulated for 
Aesthetic quality!

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/02/06/tap-water-vs-bottled-water/


Misinformation Abounds on the Internet



Disconnected Misunderstanding

This mix up of facts, fiction and 
misunderstanding of the issues is
something I believe can be
explained by the…

Dunning-Kruger Effect



Dunning-Kruger Effect
The Dunning-Kruger Effect occurs where 
people fail to adequately assess their level of 
competence and thus consider 
themselves much more competent than 
everyone else. This lack of awareness robs 
them of the ability to critically analyze their 
performance, leading to a significant 
overestimation of their abilities. The inverse 
also applies: competent people tend to 
underestimate their ability compared to 
others.



Dunning-Kruger Effect

I know what you are thinking…….

Teenagers! 

John Cleese humorously sums this up….

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wvVPdyYeaQU&feature
=youtu.be&t=19s

https://youtu.be/wvVPdyYeaQU?t=19s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wvVPdyYeaQU&feature=youtu.be&t=19s


Dunning-Kruger Effect
 The opposition is educated but uninformed, 

bringing a passion to their cause. 
 This passion gets in the way of education on the 

facts  causing a confident overestimation of 
knowledge on the subject, a.k.a. – The Dunning-
Kruger Effect.

 This is further widespread by the internet and 
social media.



Facts Don’t Matter?  (I beg to differ…)



This All Causes the Problem Where…
 It’s a major commitment for people to: 1) acknowledge they 

don’t know the subject matter, and 2) take the time to learn 
the subject matter by having rational conversations and 
listening to experts.

 It’s a lot easier to do a Google search, cherry pick the info, 
and propagate fiction.

 Getting people to the table to discuss 1 on 1 or in smalls 
groups is the best approach to gain trust…but also the most 
time consuming



Common Opposition Positions
 Just Tap Water in a Bottle
 Non Regulated or Protected Sources
 Quality is the same or less (Treatment)
 Cost / Profit / Unnecessary Luxury
 Water Use / Water Privatization / Source Depletion
 Excessive Plastic Waste / Lack of Recycling 
 Large Carbon and Water Footprint



Not the Same as Tap Water
Many Facets to the Discussion
 Water Quality
 Regulation
 Compliance and Monitoring
 Distribution System / Infrastructure
 Health Impacts
 Source Protection
 Treatment



Bottled / Tap Water Comparison
 First of all it is NOT about bottled water vs. tap water!
 Bottled water is a beverage, like soda, juice or beer.
 It is not marketed to displace tap water, but as a beverage of choice for 

convenient healthy hydration.
 Definitive Report comparing both:

“Bottled Water and Tap Water Just the Facts A Comparison of Regulatory 
Requirements for Quality and Monitoring of Drinking Water in the United 
States” DWRF, 2011 (rev. 2014)

Home page: Drinking Water Research Foundation

http://thefactsaboutwater.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/BW-PWS-Just-the-Facts-2011-rev-0314-Enc.pdf
http://thefactsaboutwater.org/


Bottled / Tap Water Comparison
 Not an attack on tap water.  Municipal water providers are 

water professionals working to provide clean and safe tap 
water as mandated by the Safe Drinking Water Act.

 They are working in a system with different challenges, 
infrastructure, requirements and resources.

 The DWRF Report states “….drinking water, whether from the 
tap or a bottle, is generally safe, and that regulatory 
requirements for both tap water and bottled water provide 
Americans with clean, safe drinking water.”

https://www.epa.gov/sdwa


Bottled / Tap Water Comparison
Four significant conclusions in the DWRF Report:
 Standards of quality for tap water (EPA) are similar to 

bottled water (FDA).
 Both are regulated (EPA and FDA) but differ on non-

compliance (more on this later).
 Both have substantial monitoring and testing requirements.  
 The most notable difference is in the delivery system of the 

water: underground utility lines vs. sealed containers.



Bottled / Tap Water Comparison
“…However, FDA has current Good Manufacturing Practices 
(cGMP) regulations that include requirements (for Bottled 
water): 
 Are generally more stringent than community water systems;
 Do not allow for averaging of test results;
 Are consistent, regardless of number of consumers;
 Are generally not subject to local monitoring waivers or 

reductions in test frequency; and
 Are more frequent (testing) on a per gallon basis.”



Bottled / Tap Water Comparison
Additionally under current FSMA requirements (phased in 
beginning in 2011):

 Bottled water companies (like all food and beverage 
companies) are now subject to additional regulation 
requirements, including: preparation and implementation of 
food safety and food defense plans; verification of their 
suppliers; and expanded records maintenance and access by 
government inspectors.



Non-Compliance Differences

 In non-compliance situations, Bottled Water must be 
recalled.

 In contrast, tap water customers must be notified 
while continued distributions occurs.

 Continued distribution results in Non-use and Boil 
Water Alerts at the point-of-use.

 Analysis of Reported Online Boil Alerts in 2017…...



US Boil Alerts:  Nov 1, 2016 – Oct 31, 2017
State 

Unique 
Alerts

Total 
Citations

Census Data
2013

State 
Unique 
Alerts

Total 
Citations

Census Data
2013

State 
Unique 
Alerts

Total 
Citations

Census 
Data
2013

State 
Unique 
Alerts

Total 
Citations

Census 
Data
2013

California 55 117 38,332,521 Massachusetts 17 27 6,692,824 Oregon 22 47 3,930,065 Hawaii 11 16 1,404,054

Texas 77 505 26,448,193 Arizona 16 39 6,626,624 Oklahoma 30 70 3,850,568 Maine 5 6 1,328,302

New York 56
13 19,651,127

Indiana 32
64 6,570,902

Connecticut 13
57 3,596,080 New 

Hampshire 7
7 1,323,459

Florida 120
257 19,552,860

Tennessee 32
69 6,495,978

Iowa 30
73 3,090,416 Rhode 

Island 13
18 1,051,511

Illinois 30
84 12,882,135

Missouri 32
76 6,044,171

Mississippi 16
19 2,991,207

Montana 24
58 1,015,165

Pennsylvania 53 126 12,773,801 Maryland 9 17 5,928,814 Arkansas 9 15 2,959,373 Delaware 7 9 925,749

Ohio 35
87 11,570,808

Wisconsin 35
85 5,742,713

Utah 14
18 2,900,872 South 

Dakota 7
10 844,877

Georgia 31 74 9,992,167 Minnesota 10 29 5,420,380 Kansas 54 159 2,893,957 Alaska 5 5 735,132

Michigan 73
132 9,895,622

Colorado 8
16 5,268,367

Nevada 12
18 2,790,136 North 

Dakota 8
24 723,393

North Carolina 51
97 9,848,060

Alabama 20
30 4,833,722 New 

Mexico 18
38 2,085,287

D.C. 21
22 646,449

New Jersey 16 27 8,899,339 South Carolina 24 59 4,774,839 Nebraska 15 37 1,868,516 Vermont 9 10 626,630

Virginia 32
71 8,260,405

Louisiana 24
91 4,625,470 West 

Virginia 14
70 1,854,304

Wyoming 7
7 582,658

Washington 31 72 6,971,406 Kentucky 27 47 4,395,295 Idaho 13 23 1,612,136 Total 1330 3147



Foodborne Illnesses
Additional DWRF Conclusions:
 “A survey of bottled water regulatory authorities, dated June, 

2009 and conducted by the Government Accountability Office 
(GAO), found there were zero outbreaks of foodborne illness 
from bottled water over a 5-year period. 

 By contrast, in 2006, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) estimated that 16.4 million people become 
sick annually from municipal water supplies.”



Distribution Systems
Additional DWRF Conclusions:
 “Community water systems deliver water to consumers 

(businesses and private residences) through miles of 
underground iron (unlined and poly-lined), PVC, and lead service 
lines that can be subject to leakage with age of the system and 
accidental failures, resulting in the risk of post-treatment 
contamination of the water that is delivered to consumers.

 Bottled water is delivered to consumers in sanitary, sealed 
containers that were filled in a bottling facility under controlled 
conditions in a fill room.”



Common Opposition Positions
 Just Tap Water in a Bottle
 Non Regulated or Protected Sources
 Quality is the same or less (Treatment)
 Cost / Profit / Unnecessary Luxury
 Water Use / Water Privatization / Source Depletion
 Excessive Plastic Waste / Lack of Recycling 
 Large Carbon and Water Footprint



Regulation:  Bottled and Tap Water
 As discussed, by FDA and EPA
 Many states also have separate (EPA based) and more 

stringent regulations governing both bottled and tap water 
sourcing, supply, disinfection and distribution.

 In the east, water basin commissions, wildlife commissions, 
local municipalities, and other government agencies regulate 
water withdrawals.

 Myriad of regulations? Just ask my clients for confirmation!  



Source Protection:  Bottled and Tap Water
 Both have source water protection programs
 Public systems are typically larger groundwater and surface 

water sources subject to pollution from population centers.  
For example, this year we saw PFCs compounds reported 
across the country in PWS systems. 

 Bottled water sources are typically springs and boreholes 
located in controlled and less populated areas.  Municipal 
sources for BW undergo further treatment prior to bottling.

 Aging infrastructure for water utility systems is a nationwide 
concern. 



Common Opposition Positions
 Just Tap Water in a Bottle
 Non Regulated or Protected Sources
 Quality is the same or less (Treatment)
 Cost / Profit / Unnecessary Luxury
 Water Use / Water Privatization / Source Depletion
 Excessive Plastic Waste / Lack of Recycling 
 Large Carbon and Water Footprint



Treatment:  Bottled and Tap Water
 Have you ever visited a bottled 

water or municipal water treatment 
plant?

 Multiple barriers of filtration and 
disinfection are employed

 Springs and Boreholes: Protected 
source areas, undergo filtration and 
disinfection at the source, then off 
to the bottling plant, where…. 

https://www.ecwa.org/

https://www.ecwa.org/


Treatment:  Bottled and Tap Water

At the Bottling Plant

So…..The next time you are 
told that Bottled Water is 
just tap water in a 
bottle…….



Common Opposition Positions
 Just Tap Water in a Bottle
 Non Regulated or Protected Sources
 Quality is the same or less (Treatment)
 Cost / Profit / Unnecessary Luxury
 Water Use / Water Privatization / Source Depletion
 Excessive Plastic Waste / Lack of Recycling 
 Large Carbon and Water Footprint



Cost / Profit / Unnecessary Luxury

 Difficult comparison as bottled water is a beverage of choice 
and convenience which is bought and sold at many price 
points.

 When excessive cost and profit is touted as a negative, it is 
usually comparing single serve convenience store prices at a 
buck-or-so a bottle. This is not a realistic comparison based 
upon sales percentages & similar products sold at 
convenience stores.



Cost / Profit / Unnecessary Luxury
Where did consumers buy bottled water in 2016?
 34% Mass merchandisers/club stores/dollar stores/online
 26% Grocery stores
 5 % Convenience stores (where the price per gallon is higher)
 2 % Drug stores
 33 %  via vending, food service, schools, stadiums, and other 

venues.

http://www.bottledwater.org/economics/real-cost-of-bottled-water

http://www.bottledwater.org/economics/real-cost-of-bottled-water


Cost / Profit / Unnecessary Luxury



Cost / Profit / Unnecessary Luxury
 Granted, there are exceptions for 

boutique waters that are sold to 
upscale consumers.

 But upscale and high cost products 
are not the norm for bottled water.

 What is normal? Upscale boutique 
products can be found across all 
consumer product categories.

Per 750ml bottle: USD$36.75

https://alvinology.com/2008/04/15/worlds-most-expensive-bottled-water/

https://alvinology.com/2008/04/15/worlds-most-expensive-bottled-water/


Cost / Profit / Unnecessary Luxury
Retail at supermarket/club type stores: A great deal for all that goes 
into the process, into the bottle, and to the store!
______

Profit? 

 Yes: Great for fundraisers (e.g. Little League Snack Stand)
 Yes: Wholesale to Retail. Like all products.
 Yes: More at convenience stores? Perhaps; however, there are 

increased costs for labor, overhead, etc.  All products cost 
more. 

 Who does their weekly family Shopping at 7-Eleven?



Cost / Profit / Unnecessary Luxury

 Alternative water source in crises: Hurricanes, Disaster 
Recovery, Water Main Breaks, Boil Alerts, etc.

 Meltwater Media Citations for “FEMA and Bottled Water” 
during August, 2017: 19,500 articles / 7,000 unique stories.

 Bottled Water is available for disaster relief as it is a product 
from a vibrant industry

 The demand could not be met overnight otherwise due to 
regulations, processes and sourcing.



Cost / Profit / Unnecessary Luxury
Bottled water is purchased as an alternative to buying other 
packaged beverages, not as an alternative to tap water.  Bottled 
water competes with a variety of packaged beverages, including 
carbonated soft drinks, milk, juices, soya beverages, energy 
drinks, and sport drinks and to a lesser extent with hot drinks 
such as coffee, tea and hot chocolate, and low alcohol wine 
coolers and ciders. 

http://bottledwaterfacts.ca/myths-facts

http://bottledwaterfacts.ca/myths-facts


Common Opposition Positions
 Just Tap Water in a Bottle
 Non Regulated or Protected Sources
 Quality is the same or less (Treatment)
 Cost / Profit / Unnecessary Luxury
 Water Use / Water Privatization / Source Depletion
 Excessive Plastic Waste / Lack of Recycling 
 Large Carbon and Water Footprint



Is Bottled Water a Significant Water User?
http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2014/3109/pdf/fs2014-3109.pdf

http://www.bottledwatermatters.org

Use MGD % of Tot
Bottled Water 39 0.011 %
Public Supply 42,000 12 %
Domestic 3,600 1 %
Irrigation 115,000 32 %
Livestock 2,000 1 %
Aquaculture 9,420 3 %
Industry 15,900 4 %
Mining 5,320 2 %
Thermo Elect. 161,000 45 %
Total (MGD) 354,240 100 %

http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2014/3109/pdf/fs2014-3109.pdf
http://www.bottledwatermatters.org/


Water Use Volume / Privatization
So you want to retire. Would you…
A) Put 0.011 % of your salary in a 401K
B) Put 10 % of your salary in a 401K
Answer B is 1000 times more effective than A.
The focus on 0.011 % of the water drop is simply 
nonsensical if you wish to affect change in how water is used!
Is “Privatization”* of 0.011% actually a concern?

*Media/Opposition word: Municipalities/Public Authorities actually own many of the
sources, and  permits have time limits and environmental protections.



Is Bottled Water a Significant Water User?

https://www.theonion.com/report-majority-of-earth-s-potable-water-trapped-in-co-1819577656

“Less than 3 percent of the earth’s water is 
fresh, and of that, more than two-thirds 
exists in the form of Coke products 
incapable of serving any human need,” said 
the report’s lead author….

It’s Satire Folks! https://www.theonion.com/

(The Onion gets it)

https://www.theonion.com/report-majority-of-earth-s-potable-water-trapped-in-co-1819577656
https://www.theonion.com/


Further Perspective
http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2014/3109/pdf/fs2014-3109.pdf

http://www.bottledwatermatters.org

Use MGD % of Tot
Bottled Water 39 0.011 %
Public Supply 42,000 12 %
Domestic 3,600 1 %
Irrigation 115,000 32 %
Livestock 2,000 1 %
Aquaculture 9,420 3 %
Industry 15,900 4 %
Mining 5,320 2 %
Thermo Elect. 161,000 45 %
Total (MGD) 354,240 100 %

http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2014/3109/pdf/fs2014-3109.pdf
http://www.bottledwatermatters.org/


Water Infrastructure Loss
 About 14-18% of water treated in the US leaks through 

aging/damaged infrastructure.  (EPA Average 16 %)
 Public Supply Use = 42,000 MGD x 16% leaked = 6,720 MGD
 Total Bottled water Use = 39 MGD
 172 times more water is leaked, than is used by bottled water
 Not a criticism, infrastructure needs funding! (see EPA data here)
 It is calculated to put BW use volume into perspective!

See also Wegowise: Utility Tracking and Energy Benchmarking https://www.wegowise.com/

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-04/documents/epa816f13002.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-04/documents/epa816f13002.pdf
https://www.wegowise.com/


Water Infrastructure Loss
 Chicago: 22 billion gallons of treated water a year, enough 

to serve 700,000 individual needs for a whole year.
 Houston: 22 billion gallons of water in 2013, 15% of its total 

water supply
 California: 228 billion gallons a year, which is more than the 

city of LA uses in a year.
 On average CA loses 49 gallons a day for every service 

connection.



BW Sources are managed to be renewable
Direct Experience over my career:
 Sources are developed to be sustained
 Why develop a source to be depleted and not protected?
 It would be a nonsensical business practice and 

unsustainable investment
 Permits are monitored and re-evaluated
 For those still awake: I have a whole other presentation 

on this topic!



Common Opposition Positions
 Just Tap Water in a Bottle
 Non Regulated or Protected Sources
 Quality is the same or less (Treatment)
 Cost / Profit / Unnecessary Luxury
 Water Use / Water Privatization / Source Depletion
 Excessive Plastic Waste / Lack of Recycling
 Large Carbon and Water Footprint



Waste / Recycling
 All bottled water containers are 100 percent 

recyclable.
 Bottled water containers are the most common item 

in curbside recycling programs, recycled at a rate of 
53.1 percent.

 Even when not recycled, bottled water containers 
make up only 3.3 percent of all drink packaging in 
U.S. landfills.



Waste / Recycling

http://www.bottledwater.org/public/Packaging%20infograph%20for%20online%20SM.jpg

http://www.bottledwater.org/public/Packaging%20infograph%20for%20online%20SM.jpg


Waste / Recycling
 Continual light-weighting of PET plastic packaging 

has seen the average weight drop to 9.25 grams per 
16.9 ounce single-serve container.  That is almost 
one-third less than the amount of PET it takes to 
make soda and other drink containers.

 According to the Beverage Marketing Corporation, 
between 2000 and 2014, the average weight of a 16.9 
ounce (half-liter) PET plastic bottled water container 
declined 51 percent.



Waste / Recycling
 Despite these successes, increased recycling and 

access to recycling is important to the industry. 
 Driven by access, commodities, and people.
 International Bottled Water Association (IBWA) has 

teamed with “Keep America Beautiful” 
(https://www.kab.org/) towards the goal of 
improving recycling access and increasing recycling 
rates through consumer education.

https://www.kab.org/


Common Opposition Positions
 Just Tap Water in a Bottle
 Non Regulated or Protected Sources
 Quality is the same or less (Treatment)
 Cost / Profit / Unnecessary Luxury
 Water Use / Water Privatization / Source Depletion
 Excessive Plastic Waste / Lack of Recycling 
 Large Carbon and Water Footprint



Water and Environmental Footprint
 On average, it takes only 1.32 liters of water 

to produce 1 liter of finished bottled water 
(including the liter of water consumed), which 
is the lowest water-use ratio of any 
packaged beverage product.

 Bottled water has the smallest environmental 
footprint of all packaged beverages.



Water and Environmental Footprint

http://www.bottledwater.org/public/Packaging%20infograph%20for%20online%20SM.jpg

 Considered:
 Energy
 CO2

 % Landfilled
 Package weight

= Least Environmental 
Impact!

http://www.bottledwater.org/public/Packaging%20infograph%20for%20online%20SM.jpg


Summary:  My Opinion…
 I believe the misunderstanding boils down to a premise of people 

being denied access to clean water, while bottled water companies 
privatize the resource & grossly profit while doing so.

 This premise is clearly and absolutely false. But the premise is the 
most attention grabbing bit of misinformation that bottled water 
opponents can state to their friends, media, environmental groups &
those fixed on conspiracy theories.  

 It is aided by ever present media attention to real water shortages, 
drought, public water quality issues, population growth and climate 
change. 



Summary:  My Opinion…
 I get pointed to the movie Mad Max: Fury Road where - in a 

dystopian, parched-planet future - all water is controlled by a 
deranged anarchist.

 In stark contrast and reality: bottled water is a healthy product 
that companies are providing, it is not water they are denying. 

 I have found that getting people to the table to discuss the issues 
in smalls groups is the best approach to gain knowledge, trust and 
understanding on the subject. Through this presentation, I have 
endeavored to present sound information and data, which I trust 
can be used to advance the facts, and dispel the myths, 
surrounding bottled water.



Conclusion:  Education in Various Forms
 ……is Absolutely Necessary 
 Industry Websites / Data Compilation
 Partner with Local Environmental Groups
 Articles / Responses / Presentations
 Social Media: Get the message out
 Use of reputable data sources to address 

incorrect information
 Know and share the facts on bottle water use 

topics
 Get involved in your community, IBWA, 

Regional Associations, etc.
 Repetition of the message! 



Some Reference Sources (Homework)

 IBWA Myths and Facts Page 
 CBWA Myths and Facts Page
 DWRF Report (and whole website)
 USGS Water Use Data
 IBWA and Bottled Water Matters Information

http://www.bottledwater.org/education/myths
http://www.cbwa.ca/index.php/bottled-water-facts/myths-facts.html
http://thefactsaboutwater.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/BW-PWS-Just-the-Facts-2011-rev-0314-Enc.pdf
https://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2014/3109/pdf/fs2014-3109.pdf
http://www.bottledwater.org/
http://www.bottledwatermatters.org/


Microplastic Study

March 2018: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/pdfs/14_03_13_finalbottled.pdf

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/pdfs/14_03_13_finalbottled.pdf




• A "micron" is an abbreviated term for 
"micrometer", or a millionth of a meter 
(1/1,000,000 meters). 

• This is about .00004 inches.
• For Size comparison, a human red blood cell 

is about 5 microns across. 
• A human hair is about 75 microns across 

(depending on the person).





Microplastic Study
Unfortunately we can't dismiss the study out of hand until 
additional research is completed, however we know the following:

- The study was funded by a media
organization.

- Focused only on bottled water

Just in the hotel lobby cooler alone --->>
About 21 plastic container beverages; only 
3 are Bottled Water.  There are 100o’s of
non-water products sold in plastic bottles!



Microplastic Study
- The study is not dated
- It is not peer reviewed
- Consumer scare without health studies completed 
- The conclusions admittedly indicate that many particles 

counted may not be plastic (< 100 microns)
- Indicated that plastic is also found in tap water

IBWA and the major brands in the study had the following to 
say……



Microplastic Study
Beverage Industry and Major Brand Response:
https://www.beveragedaily.com/Article/2018/03/16/Bottled-water-and-
microplastics-industry-response#

IBWA Response:

http://www.bottledwater.org/ibwa-response-orb-media-research-
claiming-have-found-microplastic-particles-bottled-water

https://www.beveragedaily.com/Article/2018/03/16/Bottled-water-and-microplastics-industry-response
http://www.bottledwater.org/ibwa-response-orb-media-research-claiming-have-found-microplastic-particles-bottled-water


Thank you! 

Questions?



www.earthres.com
800-264-4553

Thank You!
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